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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

  COURSE  
     

GRADES OFFERED 
   

CREDITS 

Anthropology   9       10        11       12 5 
Core Components for IB   9 5 
Criminology                        11       12 2 ½ 
AP Economics            10        11       12 5 
Economics            10        11       12 2 ½ 
AP European History                        11       12 5 
Foundations of Philosophy            10        11       12 2 ½  
AP Human Geography             10       11       12 5 
IB History HL                        11       12 5 each 
IB Psychology HL                        11       12 5 each 
IB Theory of Knowledge                        11       12 1.25 each  
Military History            10        11       12 2 ½   
Psychology                        11       12 5 
AP Psychology                        11       12 5 
Sociology   9       10        11       12 2 ½ 
Sport  In American Culture   9       10        11       12 2 ½  
AP United States Government and Politics             10       11       12 5 
United States History 1 CP A/B            10 5 
United States History 1H            10 5 
United States History 2 CP A/B                        11 5 
AP United States History                         11 5 
World History CP A/B   9        5 
World History H   9        5 

 

 
ANTHROPOLOGY  (SS960) 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Elective 
This course examines the basic concepts of human development, both physically and culturally.  This study of humankind should help 
the student better understand the variables in human adaptation and the ways in which human life has varied in nature over time and 
from place to place. Studied in detail are the theories concerning the development of the hominids that gave rise to Homo sapiens, and 
the diverse cultures of our species, whose members share the same fundamental needs but satisfy them in different ways.  Attention 
will be given to research methods. Students will develop ideas and tools for observing, recognizing, and appreciating diverse patterns of 
living.           
 
CRIMINOLOGY   (SS950) 
Grades 11, 12; 2½ credits; One Semester Elective 
All Americans are impacted by crime in one way or another.  Some are criminals, some are victims,  and all are taxpayers and citizens.  
Frequently our knowledge and understanding of crime and the criminal justice system is limited to our exposure from the news media, 
popular TV shows, and films.  The objective of this half-year course is to introduce the criminal justice system as it truly functions in our 
society. This course examines crime and the criminal justice system from the perspectives of the sociologist, the criminologist, the 
police officer, the judge, and the correctional specialist. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ECONOMICS  (SS420) 
Grades 10, 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Elective; Prerequisite:  Department Approval 
The purpose of this AP course in economics is to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of both micro- and macro- 
economics.  This course will apply the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and producers, within the economic 
system.  The course will also focus on the nature and functions of product markets, the role of government, national income, price-level 
determination, economic performance measures, the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic growth and international 
economics.  This program will prepare students for intermediate and advanced college courses through requirements equivalent to 
those found on the college level, and they will be prepared to take both the AP Microeconomics and AP Macroeconomics Exams.  To 
enroll in this course, students must be recommended by the Social Studies Department.  This course meets the New Jersey Personal 
and Financial Literacy requirement. This course has a required Summer Assignment.            
 
ECONOMICS   (SS952) 
Grades 10, 11, 12; 2½ credits; One Semester Elective 
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The students explore their stake in the economic system and the economic forces at work in the U.S.  Included in this course is the 
study of the operation of the American economy and its goals, the money and banking system, the problems facing our American 
economy, and the impact of economic forces on the individual.  Some studies are made of other economic systems. The course will 
strive to increase student’s ability to reason accurately and objectively about economic matters. They will also develop skills and 
strategies that promote personal and financial responsibility related to financial planning, savings, investment, and charitable giving in 
the global economy.  This course meets the New Jersey Personal and Financial Literacy requirement.   
 
FOUNDATIONS OF PHILOSOPHY (SS961) 
Grades 10, 11, 12; 2.5 credits; One Semester Elective 
This course examines the origin and development of Western philosophy along with the methods, problems, and theories of prominent 
philosophers.  Topics to be considered include metaphysics (the nature of reality), aesthetics (the nature of beauty), epistemology (the 
nature of knowledge), logic (the nature of reasoning and argument), ethics (how to live), and political philosophy (how to organize 
societies).  The course will include group activities, independent- and group research, small- and large-group discussions, debate, 
video responses, and journal writing.  Students will apply philosophical principles to their own lives and the class is designed to be 
engaging and accessible to students with a variety of skill sets and academic capacities. 
 
IB HISTORY HL   (SS531/SS541) 
Grades 11, 12; 5 credits each year; Two-Year Requirement in the IB Diploma Program; Prerequisite: U.S. History 1H 
This course is designed as a survey of 20

th
 century history.  Students will take the first year in the 11

th
 grade, which maintains a focus 

on the American perspective and will fill the state requirement for a second year of United States History; however the material lends 
itself to studying international viewpoints. In order to prepare students to be more aware as global citizens, they will also gain a 
foundation for understanding the complex relationships and conditions that exist in our present-day world by approaching the material 
from various perspectives.  History at the HL level will then enter the second year, during which they will study the 20

th
 century, this time 

with a greater focus on various European and Middle Eastern perspectives.  Students will be asked to seek themes that arise and 
connect events in history, in an effort to restructure their conception of time and their understanding of the relationship between past, 
present and future.  IB Diploma students who enroll in this course must take the IB Exam.  Students will not be prepared to take the AP 
U.S. History exam. This course has a required Summer Assignment for years 1 and 2.  
         
IB PSYCHOLOGY HL  (SS532/SS533/SS542/SS543) 
Grades 11, 12; 5 credits each year; Two-Year Elective in the IB Diploma Program; Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 
HL Psychology is a course designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes 
of human beings and other animals.  Students are exposed to psychological facts, principles, theories, and the phenomena associated 
with each of the methods psychologists use in their science and practice.  The focus areas include perspectives of biological, cognitive, 
and social psychology.  Other topics may include for discussion and evaluation health psychology, psychology of human relationships, 
abnormal psychology, developmental psychology, and other topics appropriate to understand the biological, cognitive, and sociocultural 
levels of analysis. An experimental study will also be completed.  The students will present their findings to the class in order to 
examine the ethics of the experiment, assess and critique it.  IB Diploma students who enroll in this course must take the IB Exam.  
Students will also be prepared to take the AP Psychology Exam after the first year of the course.  
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (SS421) 
Grades 10, 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Elective; Prerequisite: Departmental Approval 
The Advanced Placement Human Geography introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped 
human understanding, and the use and alteration of the Earth’s surface. Students will  learn to employ spatial concepts and landscape 
analysis to analyze human socioeconomic organization and its environmental consequences. Students will also learn about the 
methods and tools geographers use in their research and applications.This course will prepare students for a college-level course 
through requirements equivalent to those found on the college level and students will be prepared to take the Advanced Placement 
Human Geography Exam. To enroll in this course, students must be recommended by the Social Studies Department.  
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY (SS440) 
Grades 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Elective; Prerequisite: Department Approval 
The Advanced Placement European History course is designed to provide selected students with the analytical skills and factual 
knowledge necessary to deal with problems and materials in European history.  Students will be expected to  examine closely a series 
of problems or topics through readings and college-level textbooks.  After an intensive study of the Renaissance, Reformation, Rise of 
Constitutionalism and Absolutism, the Enlightenment and the French Revolution and Napoleon, students will closely examine the 
development of Modern European Society.  Emphasis will be placed upon Liberalism and Conservatism, the Rise of Nationalism and 
International and Domestic Changes throughout the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries.  Experiences will be provided that will 
develop students’ abilities to assess historical materials—including relevance to a given problem, reliability, and importance—and to 
evaluate the evidence and interpretations.  This program will prepare students for intermediate and advanced college courses through 
requirements equivalent to those found on the college level and they will be prepared to take the AP European History Exam.  To enroll 
in this course, students must be recommended by the Social Studies Department.  
 
MILITARY HISTORY  
Grades 10, 11, 12; 2.5 credits; One Semester Elective 
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Students will pursue an in-depth study of the changing nature of war and its relationship to the development of various cultures and 
societies in Western Civilization from empire building in the nineteenth century to the modern nation-state.  Emphasis will be placed on 
the role of war in the development of the modern nation state, as well as, the origins and nature of total war.  Students wil l also analyze 
the various conflicts in which the United States took part, including the causes and consequences of these conflicts.   
 
PSYCHOLOGY   (SS962) 
Grades 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Elective 
This course surveys the fundamental principles of human development and behavior. A wide range of psychological topics are 
examined including sensation and perception, learning, developmental psychology, physiological psychology, substance abuse, 
psychological testing, psychopathology, social groups, parapsychology, etc. Activities include psychological readings, case studies, 
experiments, investigations, discussions, and simulations. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY  (SS431) 
Grades 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Elective; Prerequisite: Department Approval 
Advanced Placement Psychology is a course designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and 
mental processes of human beings and other animals.  Students are exposed to psychological facts, principles, theories, and 
phenomena associated with each of the methods psychologists use in their science and practice.  Content areas include, but are not 
limited to, physiological, developmental, perceptual, abnormal, and social psychology.  Topics for discussion and evaluation include 
intelligence testing, parenting styles, personality, emotion, motivation, ethics of research, statistics, and more. Students will have the 
opportunity to take the Advanced Placement Examination given  by the College Board in May of the school year.  To enroll in this 
course, students must be recommended by the Social Studies Department.          
 
SOCIOLOGY  (SS953) 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12; 2½ credits; One Semester Elective 
Sociology is the systematic study of human society and social interaction.  It provides us with an opportunity to sense how people 
interact in groups and how that interaction influences the lives of individuals and society.  Special emphasis will be placed on the 
students’ evaluation of their own interaction in social groups and its impact on them.  They will also develop a better understanding of 
the socialization process, the structure of society, social-cultural change, and the social influence of opinion, mass communications, 
and propaganda. This course is based upon a variety of instructional techniques including sensitivity exercises, role-playing, values 
clarification exercises, and group dynamic simulations. 
 
SPORT IN AMERICAN CULTURE   (SS954) 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12; 2 ½ credits; One Semester Elective 
This course will challenge students to examine the culture of sports in the United States and the world.  Students will explore the 
causes and consequences of many of the issues confronting sports today.  Additionally, students will analyze the impact sports have on 
the American culture.    The course is based upon a variety of instructional techniques and assessment methods.  
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS (SS422) 
Grades 10, 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Elective; Prerequisite: Departmental Approval  
The Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics course will introduce students to key political ideas, institutions, 
policies, roles, and behaviors that characterize the political culture of the United States. This course examines politically significant 
concepts and themes, through which students will learn to apply disciplinary reasoning,  assess causes and consequences of political 
events, and interpret data to develop evidence-based arguments. An integral part of the course includes analysis and interpretation of 
basic data relevant to United States government and politics, and the development of connections and application of relevant theories 
and concepts. This program will prepare students for intermediate and advanced college courses through requirements equivalent to 
those found on the college level, and they will be prepared to the Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics 
examination.  To enroll in this course, students should be recommended by the Social Studies Department.   
 
UNITED STATES HISTORY 1 CPA/CPB  (SS220/SS120) 
Grade 10; 5 credits; One year Required 
This course presents an overall survey of United States history from the colonial experience up to 1900.  This survey focuses on the 
political, social and economic forces as well as on the contributions of various individuals and groups which have helped to build our 
nation.  Of special importance are the instruction in, and application of, a range of skills in the social sciences.  These skills will be 
instrumental in preparation for a college education.  In addition, this course will concentrate on developing the abilities necessary to 
function effectively as a citizen and on providing students with the opportunities to develop a knowledge and understanding of the past 
which can be applied to living now and in the future. 
 
UNITED STATES HISTORY 1H  (SS320) 
Grade 10; 5 credits; One Year Required; Prerequisite:  Departmental Approval 
This course presents an overall survey of United States history from the colonial experience up to 1900.  It is designed to challenge our 
most capable college-bound students.  This survey will explore in depth the political, social and economic forces as well as the 
contributions of individuals and groups which have helped to build our nation.  Of special importance are the instruction in, and the 
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application of, a range of skills in the social sciences.  Activities and units are planned to advance the analytical and research skills 
necessary to lead this student to AP United States History.  The use of document-based questions and the application of writing 
experiences will enhance the instruction.  In addition, this course will concentrate on developing the abilities necessary to function 
effectively as a citizen and on providing students with the opportunities to develop a knowledge and understanding of the past which 
can be applied to living now and in the future.           
 
UNITED STATES HISTORY 2 CPA/CPB (SS230/SS130) 
Grade 11; 5 credits; One Year Required 
This course presents a survey of United States history since 1900.  In addition to a concentration on United States history, a great deal 
of emphasis is placed on the role of the United States in world affairs after 1900.  Through its treatment of history, this course serves to 
develop an understanding of the significant elements which have helped to shape contemporary American society and define America’s 
role in the world today.  Of special importance are the instruction in, and application of, a range of skills in the social sciences.  These 
skills will be instrumental in preparation for a college education.  This course will also concentrate on developing the abilities necessary 
to function effectively as citizens and on providing students with the opportunities to develop an understanding of the past which can be 
applied to living now and in the future. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT  UNITED STATES HISTORY   (SS430) 
Grade 11; 5 credits; One Year Required; Prerequisite: United States History 1 and Department Approval 
The Advanced Placement United States History - course is designed to provide selected students with the analytical skills and factual 
knowledge necessary to deal with problems and materials in American history. Students will be expected to explore a series of 
problems or topics through readings and college-level textbooks. After an intensive survey of the Colonial Period, the American 
Revolution, the Jacksonian Period and the Civil War and Reconstruction, students will closely examine a series of problems related to 
20

th
 Century America. Emphasis will be placed upon Populism and Progressivism, the New Deal, and International Affairs and 

Domestic Change in the post-1945 Period. Classroom experiences will develop students’ abilities to assess historical materials—their 
relevance to a given problem, their reliability, and their importance—and to evaluate the evidence and interpretations. This program will 
prepare students for intermediate and advanced college courses by placing demands on them equivalent to those found on the college 
level. Students will be prepared to take the Advanced Placement United States History exam administered by the College Board. To 
enroll in this course, students should be recommended by their United States History 1 teacher or secure departmental approval. This 
course may have a required Summer Assignment.            
 
WORLD HISTORY CPA/CPB (SS210/SS110) 
Grade 9; 5 credits; One Year Required 
Through careful examination of economic, political, social, and cultural developments from the Renaissance to today, students will 
acquire a deeper understanding of the evolution of the modern world along with knowledge of the human experience and our global 
interdependence.  Students will gain new insights into themselves and their society, understand what it means to be human and 
appreciate the common problems all humans have faced throughout world history in order to become informed citizens in the 21

st
 

century.  Of special importance is the instruction in, and application of, skills in the social studies that will prepare students for higher 
education, future careers, and active citizenship. 
 
WORLD HISTORY H (SS310) 
Grade 9; 5 credits; One Year Required 
This course was developed to challenge our most capable college-bound students.  It depicts the development of human society from 
the Renaissance to modern times.  It explores in depth the cultural, economic, religious and social movements which have been 
significant in shaping today’s world.  Through extensive reading and research, students will gain new insights into themselves and their 
society, understand what it means to be human and appreciate the common problems all humans have faced throughout world history 
in order to become informed citizens in the 21

st
 century.  Of special importance is the instruction in, and application of, skills in the 

social studies that will prepare students for higher education, future careers, and active citizenship. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  


