
Advancement Placement United States History II Summer Assignment 
 

Morris Hills:  Mr. Ellis & Mein Morris Knolls: Ms. Johnson & Mr. Zablocki 
 

This course is a challenging yet rewarding survey into US History. Taught at a college level, and with a college                    
pace, it is important that students complete a good deal of work on their own (as will be in college).  
 
We need to finish learning the entire US History 2 curriculum (1865 - Obama) PLUS review all of the US                    
History 1 material you learned last year by the beginning of May, in order to fully prepare you to succeed on                     
the national Advanced Placement exam given at that time. To ensure this happens it is imperative you                  
complete the summer assignment listed below 
 
Here is your summer work: 

● Use the American Pageant textbook and read the Chapters on: 
o Chapter 23 – Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age, 1869 – 1896  (pg. 500 – 527) 
o Chapter 24 – Industry Comes of Age, 1865 – 1900 (pg. 528 – 556) 
o Chapter 25 – America Moves to the City, 1865 – 1900 (pg. 557 – 589) 
o Chapter 26 – The Great West and the Agricultural Revolution, 1865 – 1896 (pg. 590 – 622) 

● As you read, complete the American Pageant Guided Reading Packet for each Chapter. 
● Use the Key Concepts and Questions/Ideas as guides as you read the chapter and take notes on each                  

section. You should be familiar with these concepts and how the content you are learning about                
relates back to and explains these ideas.  These are the BIG IDEAS of each chapter. 

● As you read take notes on each section. Your notes should cover the main ideas and concepts of each                   
section.  Make sure you are answering the question prompts and the “Knows” of each section. 

o If you are running out of space you are probably writing way too much – again focus on the                   
key ideas. 

● When you are completed with reading the entire chapter, go back and complete the identifications of                
key terms. Complete your identifications at the end as certain terms and ideas occur across               
multiple sections.  

● You have also been given the AMSCO AP review book. The summer reading assignment is from                
the American Pageant. The AMSCO book is a great review resource but your answers, ideas, and                
key concepts come directly from the Pageant. The AMSCO can help you review material and prepare                
for exams. 

● You must hand-write all of your answers in the Guided Reading Packet. Typed answers will not be                 
accepted. 

● The assignment is due the first day of class. Late assignments will not be accepted and you will receive                   
a zero for the assignment. 

● Be prepared for a test on the Summer Reading modeled after the AP History Exam on the first or                   
second week of school. 

 
If you have any questions over the summer, please contact your teacher at: 

● Mr. Mein – tmein@mhrd.org or Twitter handle @MrMeinMH 
● Ms. Johnson – kjohnson@mhrd.org 
● Mr. Zablocki – pzablocki@mhrd.org 

 
AP US History is a wonderful course and we truly love teaching it.  
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